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Environmental Justice

Distribution and effects of 

environmental problems and 

the policies and processes to 

reduce differences in who 

bears environmental risks. 

Concern for the disproportionate risk burden placed 

upon any population group as defined by gender, age 

income, and/or race.

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 

people regardless of race, color, national origin, or 

income with respect environmental laws, regulations, 

and policies.
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Environmental Justice Analysis

The Environmental Justice Study Area should be determined by the NEPA 
environmental study area.

Provide demographic information in the NEPA document in socioeconomic 
section (race, income level, etc…)

� Minority - Black or African American, Hispanic, Asian American, American Indian/Alaskan 
Native, and Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.  http://www.census.gov/2010census/

� Low-income - DOT and FHWA use the Department of Health and Human Services 
poverty guidelines. http://www.usa.com/virginia-state.htm

Are Environmental Justice Populations present within the study area?
� Minority or low-income population of the environmental justice study area exceeds 50 

percent; or
� Minority or low-income population percentage of a Census Block is meaningfully greater 

(greater than 10%) than the average minority or low-income population percentage of the 
environmental justice study area

“No minority or low-income populations have been identified that would be 
adversely impacted by the proposed project as determined above.  
Therefore, in accordance with the provisions of E.O. 12898 and FHWA 
Order 6640.23, no further EJ analysis is required.”
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